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AKRON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Community Planning Meeting #6
Mason Community Learning Center
Thursday, July 8, 2004 @ 4:00 p.m.
In Attendance
J. Wheeler...................................................................................................................................... AAG
J. Baumann.................................................................................................................................... AAG
D. Lombardi ....................................................................................................................................CPT
S. Lukacik .......................................................................................................................................CPT
S. Parsons ......................................................................................................................................CPT
T. Evans..........................................................................................................................................CPT
Distribution
AAG Project Managers
M. Salopek..................................................................................................................................... AAG
D. Mitchell ...................................................................................................................................... AAG
J. Beal..................................................................................................................Akron Public Schools
K. Ingram ............................................................................................................Akron Public Schools
D. James..............................................................................................................Akron Public Schools
L. Duncan ......................................................................................................................... City of Akron
T. Long.............................................................................................................................. City of Akron
M. Williamson ................................................................................................................... City of Akron
D. Krutz........................................................................................................................................ RKPS
L. Jennings .............................................................................................................Burges and Burges

J. Wheeler began the meeting stating the current progress of the Mason Community Learning Center
schematic design:
•

He noted that the floor plan was discussed with the Akron Building Department for preliminary review
and comments were returned. One comment pertained to the location of the large group restroom
adjacent to the gymnasium. Concern was raised that if there were a standing room only crowd in the
gym for a school function that the large group restrooms as designed may not accommodate the
required occupancy. AAG will look into the actual restroom counts for this purpose.

•

J. Wheeler reviewed the site plan dated July 8, 2004. The site plan presented has two drop-offs, one
for Kindergarten and car drop-off as well as a second bus drop-off. The traffic on-site coming off
Exchange is a two-way traffic lane with angled parking that loops around the main entry drop-off.
Space was accommodated for large turning radiuses of bus and tractor-trailer traffic. Visitor parking
and recreation center parking is located to the south with handicap accessible spaces adjacent to
sidewalks.
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•

•

There was concern about the current site plan of children crossing the parking lots at two points as
shown. The crosswalk from the east crosses two lanes of traffic as well as the sidewalk from the
houses to the south:


D. Lombardi stated that as currently designed, the children would need to be “taught” to cross at
designated locations and that with proper signage and possibly speed bumps, traffic can be
controlled on-site.



J. Wheeler noted that the orientation of the parking lots and the crosswalks were dictated by site
parameters and getting vehicular traffic to flow smoothly on-site without making the Mason
parking lot a cut-through for the adjacent neighborhoods.



One community member suggested that to alleviate the crosswalk problem, the loop at the east
parking lot near the Administration Wing can be placed before the crosswalk in order to alleviate
drop-off traffic crossing over pedestrian traffic.

J. Wheeler reviewed the plan for Mason Community Learning Center dated July 8, 2004. He noted
that the current progress of the plan is being adjusted by bookkeeping square footages and staying
on-target with the POR presented to the Community Planning Team and the APS:


The two self-contained Special Education Classrooms were moved south adjacent to the
Administration Wing to relocate the teacher entry off the east side in the center of the Academic
Wing.



Areas of the Recreation Center were reorganized to better situate the main entry and separate it
from the main entry of the Mason Community Learning Center.



The crossraods area outside the Administration Wing is larger due to the fact that multiple areas
of corridor are being located at this point as well as the main entry.



Relocating the east entry off the parking lot further north in the building will alleviate a congestion
problem near the elevator and vertical circulation



The façade on Exchange Street was modified by moving one of the elementary classrooms
toward the end of the building and relocating the second stair on the east side adjacent to the
parking.

•

J. Wheeler discussed the layout of the Recreation Center and noted that the Recreation Center has
its own exit during the day as well as security point at the hall connecting into the main school area.
For security purposes, these doors will be locked during normal school hours and not be functional
during an emergency such as a fire alarm. This connection point was of concern to APS and AAG
because during a fire alarm, people could possibly penetrate the doorway into the Mason Community
Learning Center.

•

The shipping and receiving area near the kitchen was discussed. The question remains as to how
deliveries are going to be brought into the School on a daily basis. One of the Community Planning
Team members stated that milk delivery currently occurs at the time parents are dropping-off
children. Currently, deliveries of paper and furniture at Mason go through a secondary alley and not
the front door. APS and AAG will discuss the process of day-to-day deliveries for the new Mason
Community Learning Center. As currently designed on the presented floor plan, deliveries come
through the shipping/receiving doors and either pass through the warming kitchen for food deliveries
or through the mechanical room and student dining area into the main corridor system for other
deliveries. The question still remains whether or not the main entry will be utilized for those mid-day
deliveries.

•

A question was asked about where the trash will be placed for the Community Learning Center
kitchen since the kitchenette is not located near the main warming kitchen. AAG will research a
location for this trash area.
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•

J. Wheeler presented the elevation studies for Mason Community Learning Center. He first
presented the old Mason Community Learning Center elevations that show the classroom wing with
flat roofs segmented into “row house” divisions with color-variation brick. It was noted that flat roofs
may be less expensive and match the vernacular of the surrounding neighborhoods. The curvilinear
roof on the gymnasium will remain, but the actual structure of this roof will need to be researched.

•

J. Wheeler presented the alternate elevations of the Mason Community Learning Center. These
elevations add curvilinear roofs on the main classroom wing above the “row house” segment. He
noted that by adding the curvilinear roofs, it adds vertical space on top of the classrooms on the
second floor and that these studies were performed to see what Mason Community Learning Center
will look like with a sloped roof:


•

The Community Planning Team asked what the pros and cons are with flat roof systems. J.
Wheeler noted that benefits of the flat roof system are that they are less expensive and work well
if detailed correctly with the proper slopes and drainage. A negative aspect of flat roof systems is
that they may need more maintenance and proper installation/detailing. Further discussion will
occur with APS to determine whether the preferred flat roofs can still be used on Mason
Community Learning Center in lieu of the curvilinear roofs presented. It was noted that the
curvilinear roofs designed on the music, art, and dining areas may remain to match the
vernacular of the sloped roof for the gymnasium. Those present believed that the flat roofs on the
“row house” wing are better suited and more appropriate for the building.

The next Community Planning Team Meeting is scheduled for August 24, 2004 for the first Design
Development Meeting. J. Wheeler noted that at this meeting, color and material selections will be
made as a starting point for the design development process. Also at this meeting, the floor plans will
be better refined to reflect window openings and door layout with minor functionality changes within
the spaces of the floor plan.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 5:00 p.m.

The preceding is AAG’s interpretation of the meeting. Any changes, additions, or clarifications should be forwarded
to our office as soon as possible. Unless these changes are furnished within ten (10) working days, it will be
understood that all parties are in agreement with the preceding statements.

C:\Program Files\FTP\MASON_CPT6_070804.doc

Page 3

