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The following is a review of items discussed at the meeting:
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

D. Loomis introduced the principal participants and gave a brief outline of the scope and
purpose of the meeting.
o D. Loomis made a special introduction of APS Superintendent Dr. Sylvester
Small. Dr. Small addressed the Team on the importance of the project and their
role in it.
o All participants introduced themselves and their role.
D. Mitchell discussed the agenda and the project team.
L. Duncan introduced the Goals and Expectations for the meeting and emphasized that
there would be a great reliance on the community for their experience and resources. It
was important to note that this was a core group which would bring expertise and more
participants to the Community Planning Team.
D. Loomis discussed many of the accommodations in the new facilities. D. Loomis
emphasized the importance of the Planning Team and having a group of persons
committed to this process for its duration.
D. Mitchell discussed the master plan and the process, particularly with regards to the
various stages and the anticipated timeline. It was important to note that the team should
stay consistent throughout the process and not just the initial 3-month Program of
Requirements (POR) phase. D. Mitchell noted that the building will be utilized during
construction of the new Community Learning Center and removed after completion of
the new Community Learning Center.
At this point, B. Hill introduced the Most Powerful Learning Experience Activity. After
B. Hill gave her example, the team broke into groups; and members related their learning
experiences. At the end of the Activity, the lesson to be learned was that learning was not
restricted to what happened in school there were wider experiences in the community.
This translated into the importance of the Community Learning Centers.
J. Birath explained the OSFC Program of Requirements (POR) document and how this
had been derived. Copies were distributed together with a copy of a narrative, which had
been developed in conjunction with Akron Public Schools. It was pointed out that the
narrative was written for 400 students, and the new Community Learning Center is being
designed for 450 students. Variances from the POR to tailor the program to the specifics
of APS were noted. Examples of these were number of Special Education Classrooms
and the Community Kitchen.
B. Hill discussed what makes a Community Learning Center and the types of
partnerships that can be formed. Some examples were illustrated, particularly with how
different communities have addressed their issues.

•

•
•

•
•

D. Mitchell requested that the Team do some homework before the next meeting a
simple questionnaire would be provided to the School Principal for distribution.
Completed questionnaires should be returned to the Akron Public Schools Architect
assigned to the project at least two days ahead of the next meeting. Community members
were asked to review distributed documents and to bring others to the next meeting.
A question was asked if the new Center will be one or two stories. With the constraints
on the site, both options are being evaluated, and proposed site solutions will be
presented at the next meeting.
It was asked if there would be any acquisition of adjacent properties to increase the site
size. We are currently working within the existing site limits. If acquisition of properties
is what the Team determines is required to make the Center work, the state of Ohio will
not assist financially and will rely on local funds.
Other topics raised were what will happen to the playground, parking, noise, traffic and
street closings during construction. It was stressed to come to the next meeting when
these issues will be discussed with possible solutions.
The next two meeting dates were set: January 13, 2004, at 6:00 p.m. and January 27,
2004, at 6:00 p.m.

The preceding is AAG s interpretation of the meeting. Any changes, additions or clarifications should be forwarded to our office as soon as
possible. Unless these changes are furnished within ten (10) working days, it will be understood that all parties are in agreement with the
preceding statements.

